
 
 

 

ISTEP+: Grade 4 

English/Language Arts 

Released Items and Scoring Notes 



Page 2 of 19 
 

Writing Prompt 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: Language Conventions 
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English/Language Arts  

Constructed-Response Items 

 

Session three, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows 

the students to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of narrative or informational 

text. The reading comprehension task consists of one passage and several constructed-response 

(CR) questions. Because this is a reading comprehension task, all the information students need 

to answer the questions correctly is in the text. All responses should be based on information 

from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. The following pages show the 

CR questions.  

 

An example of a top-score response is given for each CR question.  The top-score response 

demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two 

points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students 

typically use in their responses to receive two points. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English/Language Arts 

2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric 

 

2 points  Proficient  
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is 

text-based and relevant to the task.  

1 point  Partially Proficient  
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the 

information may be too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.  

0 point  Not Proficient  
The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains 

information that is inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.  
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 2: Reading Comprehension & Analysis of Informational Text 

Question 1  

 

Top-Score Response: 
 

The main idea of the article is that both cats and dogs can make great pets and there are reasons 

to like one more than another. Some people like dogs because they have a bigger brain and can 

learn more words than cats. Dogs can be trained to help blind people get around, help police 

catch robbers, and smell gas leaks and termites, and even smell cancer in medical patients. Cats 

cost less money to care for than dogs, and they don’t depend much on people. They can also do 

amazing things with their bodies, like fall from high places without getting hurt.   

 

Note: The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students   

typically use in their responses to receive two points.  
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 2: Reading Comprehension & Analysis of Informational Text 

Question 2  

 

Top-Score Response: 
 

Comparing and contrasting the information is the best way to organize the information because it 

is easier to understand and helps the reader know the main differences between cats and dogs. 

For example, the author says that dogs can learn about 165 words, but cats can learn about 35 

words. Dogs can be trained to do many kinds of work, but cats mostly just lie around and sleep. 

Dogs usually need more attention from their owners, but cats are more independent and can take 

care of themselves.  

 

Note: The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support   

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students 

typically use in their responses to receive two points. 
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 2: Reading Comprehension & Analysis of Informational Text 

Question 3 

 

Top-Score Response: 
 

Dogs are more able than cats to understand what people say to them. They can be trained easily 

they like people to talk to them. Cats are more independent. They are better hunters but most 

people don’t need a pet to hunt. People want a friendly pet to love and play with, and dogs are 

usually friendlier than cats. 

Note: The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support  

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students   

typically use in their responses to receive two points.  
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Extended-Response 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: Language Conventions 

 
Question 4 
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